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3 looked Yo it, as unwor= 
thy of a Searcher after Truth, for ' 
him to be ſhy of reading what is 
wrote againſt the Sentiments he has em- 
braced; for if he has taken up his O- 
inions upon good and fure Grounds, 
he will be more owns ww them, 

confidering what is groun - 
an but if Bite 
ſome particular Way of thinking, - 
without -having taken all' proper Me- 
thods to embelliſn himſelf, and to gain 
ſure Grounds to go upon, he ſhould be 
ready, on every proper Occaſion, to re- 
examine the Matter; . that ſo he, upon 
Recollection, may be able to give a 
Reaſon for what, it is to be hoped, he 
fincerely believes and practiſes e 
There are many Points in natural 
and revealed Religion, of the Truth of 
which no rational conſiderate Man will 
doubt; which, yet will haye Objections 
raifed - againſt them, as * Tong as the 
A 25 World 


. (4) | 
World ftands: And "theſe Objections 
may have Plauſibility enough in them, 
to-ſhock weak and unſettled Perſons, 
to whom they appear in the Garb of 
Novyelty, and to whom they preſent 
themſelves as ſome mighty Matters ; 
whilft they may not raiſe the leaſt Di- 
ſturbance in the Mind of him, who has 
ſettled himſelf in a rational Belief of 
the Things in queſtion; and that not 
barely by liſtening aſter hat Objecti- 
ons every conceited Scribbler may raiſe 
againſt his Opinions, but by carefully 
weighing the Difficulties which attend 
each. Side of the Queſtion, and falling 
in with that Sar Which is e 
wi the aft, -. 2 
Objecting is * en fs, every 
one. K e not deſire to be driven 


about, hither, and thither, with every 


Mind 55 Doctrine, ſhould be, in ſome 


meaſure, . ſor Objections, by 
carefully weighing the (oe i ge any 
Cauſe, before , he. actually engages in it. 
Therefore no one ſhould. be backward 
to. conſider what, with any. Degree of 
Cloſeneſs of Thought and Argument, 
is publiſned = the Scheme he has 
received and believed. When an At- 
0 is made to ſap the F Ah 
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5 | 
of that Faith, which a Chriftian has ga- 
ther'd from the Oracles of God, if he 
has Opportunity, he ſhould ſcrioully 
and impartially confider, what is ad- 
vanced, from Scripture and Reaſon, 
againſt the Opinions he thought agree- 


able to divine Revelation, and not in- 


conſiſtent with ſound Reaſon: And 
when a Perſon does this, he will fel- 
dom find much ſaid, on the Side of 
Error, which he has not met with 


before, in ſome other Form. The 


Objections which Men of corrupt Minds 
raiſe againſt the Truth, have little Ef- 
fect on the thoughtful and judicious, 
but they ſeldom fail of ſhocking the 
lazy an ſuperficial Chriſtian, who is 
ready, at every turn, to change his | 
Sentiments, provided he may fall in 


with that Faith which is faſhionable. 


Tho? I am for paying a due Reſpect 
to every thing which carries the Face 
of an Argument; yet there are many 
Writings, levell'd againſt the Truth, 
which I cannot think a ſincere Searcher 


after what is really true, ought much 


to regard: Such are Lampoons, which 
may, like Squibs, make a Blaze, for 
a little time; but can only be pleaſ- 


n vg to ſuch as are Children in Under: 


ſtanding, 


. 


66) 

Such likewiſe are looſe 
ies, wherein Argument is lit- 
aimed at, and which are made up 
of a few incoherent Sentences, - jumbled 
together, without Method or Con- 
nexion. There are ſome Authors too, 
who merit not much Regard ; and 
they are ſuch as ſet up themſelves to 
be ſome great Perſons, feek after Re- 
putation, by ſoarce any thing elſe than 


running out of the common Way; 


and purſue Fame, only by Adee 


tion of Novelty. 


These Conſiderations, Sir, which, 
more or leſs, occur to me, hene ver : 
I peruſe any thing wrote againſt what 


1 gh ns made me beftow only a 


= Stang on a Diſcourſe, pub- 
Reverend Bookſeller, en- 
cd, alte and Practice agg 
When it firſt appeared in 

Punt, 2 upon it to be a fud- 
den Production of an Author, whoſe 
Talent does not lie in fixed Thought; 
and therefore 1 did not apprehend it 
required to have much Thought ſpent 
_ it ; _—_ you, . hay 
mine, having proper that | 
ſome Notice odd be taken of it, 
K n toad it again; which 1 


i ſhould 


5 
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ſhould ſcarce have done, had my Friends 
agreed with me, that ſuch crude in- 
ſted Compotures ſhould be treat- 
425 ith N i dee My reading it afreſh 
occaſioned .. the giving you this 
To rouble ; which you would have been 
free from, had you been content to 
let ſuch an abortive Eſſay have ſunk; 
without Regard, into Oblivion. To 
oblige you, and : ſome others, I will 
thi ſo much Reſpect to it, as to 
conſider ſome. things laid down in it, 
which, I think, are utter'd without 

Care and Caution. 
When I firſt read it, I looked up- 


on it as the boldeſt Defiance. I had 


ever ſeen, thrown at all who have any 
Regard to the good old Proteſtant 
Doctrines, which our Fathers gathered, 
by ſerious Examination, from Scrip- 
ture, and faithfully handed down. to us. 
their Poſterity, cleared from ſuch A- 
daf Fed the idolatrous —_ of Rome 
a wn them, t I thought 
it to 1 2 Sally of a Knight 
Errant, 8. to hew himſelf. Jome 
wonderful Champion, boldly 
all Comers, and throws his Gauntlet, ' 
without conſidering that Perſons may 
enter che Liſts, and take it up, who 


| An "ſmooth and periodicul; it has ; 


1 


may be ſar too ſtrong for bim to grap- 


ple with. 
The firſt time I looked on this Sam- 
ple of Knight-Errantry, or rather, of 


; © aixotiſm, I could not help . — . 


on a very polite Writer's Accbunt 

Nonſenſe; which he has divided into 
high and low, and has, humorouſly, 
compared to ſmall Beer. Low Non= 
ſenſe, in a poor diſpirited Stile, creeps 


along ſervilely, thro Darkneſs and Con- 


uf 72 on, gropes its Way among . Self-Con- 


+ | traditions, and grovels s thro' Abſardities ; 


it is like ſmall Beer in the Fair whic 4 
FA) flat, tafteleſs, and in % Meer pid; on the con- 
trary, high Nonſenſe blufters, and "Makes 
4 Noiſe; it flalks upbn hard. Words, ard 
ratths thro Polyſyllables; it is bud and 


majeſtic ' Appearance, and Wears a mo 
tremendous Carb; like Aſop's Aſs, «lo 

ed with the Lion's Skin » 'This Sort 
Nonſenfe* is like ſmall Beer in Bene © 
which has no more Strength and Spirit. 
than that in 'the Cast, but yet, by the. 


Help of a Iitth Wind got mo it, Fels 


on a Bouncer. | genera 

* 8 the ts Mr been Mr s rache. 

Numb. VV. Hi. 129 
The 


; out of my Head, on firſt 


* "WE "200 be 
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The ingenious Author has acquaint- 
40 us, that we meet with low Non- 
ſenſe in every Grub-ſireet Production; 
but he did not recollect, that he had 
met with any, who had but the Sub- 


lime in Nonſenſe, in Divinity, except 


the late Doctor Sac heverel. What other 
Examples there may have been fince, 
T know not; but ſure I am, a com- 
plete Sample of it has been given, in 

the Diſcourſe before mentioned; only 
the Author has daſhed it, here and 


there, with low Nonſenſe for tho” 


his Stile is generally ſmooth and ſono- 
rous, yet he has not been above blun- 
dering on ſome Selſ-Contradictions; 
and has condeſcended, now and then, 


| to 4 his Way among Inconſiſten- 


could not keep theſe Things 
his 


Performance ; and I am ſorry, that 


upon a more exact reading it, I 


meet with nothing to prevent their 


recurring to my Thoughts. 


One of the moſt flagrant Examples 
of Nonſenſe in the Sublime, chat ever 


1 met with, is the following Paſſage in 
our doubty Hero's Sermon; where af- 
ter he had roundiy * told us, that 


- 


(( %% 

Reaſon evidentij teaches us, that Faith 
is not Religion, (which, Expreſſion, I be- 
- lieve, neither he nor any one elſe. un- 


derſtand) he has added, Religion does not 
* Jo. much conſiſt | in knowing, that God is, 


and that he +5, an infinitely wiſe,” and good, 
and. juſt, end powerful Being, the Crea 


tor, Preferger,:i aud 5 of. the 


World ; butt in adoring, loving, and proiſe 
g lim, e 3 47 owning, our -Depenr 
dence an hi Fe SO: ounſelves 10 
is. Will, = in being care ful 70 fecure 


Bis Favour, by... cheerful and. univerſal . 
Obedience 10 bis Commands. I have pro 


duced his o,w]n Words, for - the, Ready 
er's Aſtoniſhment. One would think: 


2 Man myſt,,be; aflecp,. of: out, of hid 
Senſes, when he uttered ſach an. 175 | 


tion as this. What Man in 2 


would ever ſay: that Religion does — 
. Jo;; much. conſiſt in Knowing the firſt 


Principle, of all Religion, Natural and 
Reyealed, 85 Which is, That there is a 


God; as in worſhiping one, whom 875 | 


know... not. whether he is or 50? 
2 8 ee his 5 19013 


hat we might adore, Wor- 


en ptaiſe God, as he is an ihn nite 
- 575 god. 5, Luta and Powerful Being, . 1 


TR, reſet rover, and..Governour 7 4 
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World, without knowing that he is All 
this. I have not ſo mean an Opinion 
of the Author's Abilities, as to imagine, 
that out of the Abundance of his Heart, 
his Mouth here ſpoke; but would rather 
take it as Nonſenſe dropping from him 
unawares; whilſt, in the Eagerneſs of 
his Spirit, he endeavoured to run down 
ſuch as lay any Streſs on Faith. Ido 
not at all wonder at what he has * ſaid 
after this, That Religion does not con- 
i in bur believing ourſelves to be f elkti 
ed, and cho Jen, 5 om Eternity, to Salva- 
tion; or # died for 4 excluffoe 
of others ; becau & 1 rel he deſpiſes 
the ancient, but now unfaſhionable 
Doctrines of free Electin, and parti- 
cular Redemption; and has been ſome 
Vears noted for Hari A gainſt them 
with malicious Words; tho”; Por Man! 
it is above his Abilities to | diſprove 
them; but I own, I was ſurprized t 
find fim faying, © as he does, in the 
Paſſage which I have remarked, That 
Religion does not conſiſt ſo much in 
E chat _ is, as = e 


q "AR 23. 11 Here "ai the Tong 


$4 B 2 I take 


1 take it, Sir, to be. favourable in 
to my Author, to allow. him to 
have ſpo ke this without Thought; for 
if we 4. that he had a 
agreeable to his Expreſſion, it will ſol⸗ 
low, that he has infolently- contradict- 
ed Scripture, in a Matter in which I do 
not ſee, according to his Scheme, he 
had any Occaſion to be ſingular. He 
has told us, Faith is not pr operly. Re- 
ligion; the Scripture expreſſly bas * de- 
clared, that without Faith, it is impoſſi· 
Ele to 'pleaſs God; for which Aſſertion, 
this Reaſon is given, Je that comes to 
Sad, muſt beliavs that be it; and that 
be i a Rowarder f ſach as diligently 
ſeek. im. Theſe are the Words of 
Truth and goberneſ What then ſhall 
we think. of one, who, when the Scrip- 
ture has ſolemaly affured us, that with- 
out Faith we cannot pleaſe God; 12 
that whoever worſhips him, muſt kno 
that he is; can have the, Boldneſs S 
fay, Faith is yak properly Religion; 
and, Religi gion does. not ſo much con- 
— that God: is, as in ador- 
ing Him ? | Beſides, our wiſe Author 
has informed us, that Religion conſiſts 


. ; 5 7 
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it, that their Religion muſt be un 
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in adoring, ling, and prajfing Cad, as 


an infinitely wiſe, good, juſt, and powere 


fal Being; certainly then the Practice of 


Religion is entirely built on our knows 


ing that God is all-wiſe, almighty, and 


infinitely good and juſt: Might we a- 
dore, love, and praiſe him, as ſuch, 
without knowing him to be ſo, our 
Religion would conſiſt in worſhipping 
an unknown God; and in loving and 
praiſing we cannot tell who; So that 


what the Apoſtle Pay! * branded as 


witleſs Superſtition, in the bigotted . 
thenians, maſt be recommended as pure 
Religion, to + ſuch as will inſiſt —_ 


9 it can or ought to be be- 
v Sy xy » 
_ I doubt not, Sir, but that either you 
will, with me, be ſurprized to ſee what 
dangerous Lengths ſome Men, who 
abound in Self-Conceit, will run into, 
in Matters of Moment ; or elſe that 
you will join with me, in commiſerat - 
ing the great Maſters of Reaſon, who 
engroſs Politeneſs to themſelves, for fal- 
ling into ſuch Blunders, as are incon- 
ſiſtent with common Senſe, and that 


7 Ai wil 22, j + Dedication, pi, | 
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you will not have the greater Eſteem of 
them, tho they may pretend they are 
the Men, and Wiſdom muſt die with 
them. However, out of Charity, I 
hope the latter, and not the former, is 
our Author's Caſe. I am, however, fil- 
led the more with Wonder, that the 
Gentleman I am concerned with, ſhould 
vent ſuch a crude Abſurdity, after he 
had, in the * Beginning of the ſame 
Sermon, taken Occaſion to hint the 
Agreement between true Natural Rea- 
ſon, and the Goſpel; and to give this 
2s the Reaſon of it: That the Grand: 
Principles of Both are entirely the ſame; 
fach as the Belief of à God, and d Pro. 
vidence; and of God's being the Rewarder 
of them that Hligently ſeek, him. I leave 
it to him, either to engage in the dif- 
ficult Task of reconciling this with 
what IL have been remarking in him; 
or elſe, with Shame, to acknowledge; 
that when he had got half 

his Diſcourſe, through the diftemperet 
Heat which filled his Head, he had for- 
got wht,” in the Beginning of it, he 
delivereil, more agreeable to Seripture 
and Senie z Which Piece of F — 


7 
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nefs, I believe, he would ſcarce have 


been guilty. of, had he not worked up 


bis Paſſions to a greater Commotion, 
in the Proceſs of his Diſcourſe, than * 
firſt. 

Another Inſtance of the ſublime kind 


of N onſenſe, is this Aﬀertion & of our 


Great Genius, That mere Knowledge A 
not renden a Man 222 to . others. 
own, with. him, that it ſignifies nothing 
to a Man's, ſelf, if he underſtands the 
Theory of Religion, and does not 

tiſe according to his Knowledge. Nay, 


I will grant, that when a Man is ſor- 


ward in chattering on Natural Religion, 
and on the. Uſeleſſneſs of mere Faith, 
yet if at the ſame time he is ſadly des 
ſective in, his, Obſervance of the Rules 
of Juſtice, in his Commerce and Deal» 
ings with others, makes a Jeſt of break- 
ing his Word with his Fellow-Traderg, 
d renders himſelf a common Proyerb 
der! lying, F his not thinking an ortho- 
dox Be ief is the great. Command of 


the Goſpel, his 2 I. glory ing in this, 


that, his Belief is more ſound, and his 
Principles more conformable to the Goſ- 
pel, than thoſe of others, and his having 


* Pag. 19. f P. 11. + P. 25. | Dedic. P- 10, It. 


| CE 1 a * | no 


W ere of fallible Men, 
nor any Fear of their pecviſh and impotent 
Cenfures, ought not to give him any 
Qharacter, amongſt ſincere and honeſt 
Nen; dut ſhould make him abhorred by 
| — OE ns, he a Spark of the generous 
ire Honeſty left burning in their 
Tb T am read all 
0 Lamr to grant all this, yet 
| ee og the Aſſertion, 
That mere Knowledge' cannot render a 
Man uſeful to others. And I am the 
more convinced of this, becauſe our Au= - 
chor, in what * he would have paſs for his 
Confirmation of this unaccountable Pa- 
radox, has delivered nothing but ſome 
Common- place Stuff, about the little 
Uſe a Mika himſelf can draw from mere 
Knowledge ; and of its not being fuſfici- 
95 to prevent him from being ; puniſhed 
„and the Civil Magiſtrate, in 
A he is immoral, and aQs contrary to 
the publick Welfare. This comes not 
up to his Point. Thoſe. who have im- 
mediate Dealings with ſuch a Perſon, as - 
he has gebende, not be much the 
better for his good Notions, more 
chan Men a might de be the better, ern 


„ 
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who have no Op 


not according to what 


Was a Man who 
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(17) | | 
w do with our Author, for his juſt Sen- 
titnents of Natural and Revealed Reli- 
gion, did he not act agreeably to them; 
but certainly theſe juſt Sentiments, if 
they are ſo, might be uſeſul to others, 


ity of obſerving 
his Inconſiſtency ;, 
poſed to be the Caſe, as-it is to be hoped 


it cannot. I am very well ſatisfied Ba- 


laam was a Cheat; yet I muſt own, I 
am very much pleaſed, and I hope bene- 
fited, by his declaring * * in an orthodox 
Stile, that Gau is not a Man, that he ſhould 


lie; nor the Son of Man, that he ſbould re- 


; that what he has ſaid, he will do; 


and what he has ſpoke, he will make 


good : And by his + foretelling, That a 


Star ſhould riſe out of Facob, which he 


ſhould ſee, . but not at that time; and 
thould behold, but at a diſtance. - If we 


look into the Writings of ſome of the 


Pagans, we may ſurely reap Benefit by 
them, tho' we ſhould ſuppoſe they acted 


if that could be ſup- 


— 2 


ki thus © 


for inſtance, Sallaſt, the noble Hiſtorian, : 


ON: to. DM 


e nt, i 19 n. 0 44 


painted Vice, eſpecially 
| the Vices of thoſe of a higher Rank, in 
' gon ene you qo 
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ſelf abandoned to: all Profligacy 3 ſurely 
I may te my Proſit, hehold Vice, by 


him gray n in its proper Colours, not- 
ing L do not look on him a8 4 

Pattern, of Virtue, I. may make good 
Uſe ol what Cicero has Toke, ofthe Im- 


mortality of the. Soul, - of Vixrtue, [Lis 


0 berty; and Love to « Man's Country 


tho? at the ſame time, I know that dn 
Great, Orator:was a Man of ſtrict Vita 


tue; that he Was a Lime -Server, and flats 


tered thoſe at one time, hom he teyiled 


at another; and was never ſettled in x 


1 to the Good of his Couna 
I may, ſure, gain ſome Advantage 

Cams win Seco ea fad in Comempt.of 

Riches, and Grandeur, tho“ I may own 


him to be 4 Slave . Caxetculacld and 


| Ambitiga.j; I may certainly draw ſome 


Benefit from the ſublime and ſtrict Mora- 


lity at Marci Aurelius, the Emperor, bo 


at the ſame time, L acknowledge he-was 


2 pesſecuting unchz table Bigot, not un- 
ly forward to paſs Cen hies on others, 


* 


bat to eondema Chtiſtians : to Death. 


% come nearer. to our n Times, 


I may rap Pleaſure from Biſhop Parker's 


Book on the divinc Attributes, though 


know the Author was a Perſon of no 


Worth; n derive Advantage from 


„ 3 


88 'Y 
1 1 * 
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26 IF rg ) „„ 
 MiMores' learned and] ud bt hebe W 
the Neu Feſſament, tho I am fatisfied'ths 
Author was a vicious Man. I am ſenfis 


ble, the Gentleman with whom 1 have to 
do, would be very loch to — — 


| tiok run to the Length it might ght:juſtly be 
carried ; "and — Jam centent this 


Matter muy be rechoned an Example of 


that ſublimie Nonſenſè, in uttering which 
2 Man, without any Meaning, 8 to 


Round and ſo impoſes upon us, by the 


d'and Ranging of his 5 Words: that 

is apt to fancy they ſignify ſomes 

mung, When in Reality they are mere 

Sounds, uttered out of a vain Deſire of 

warmly — g, and Fenn 

| WH? 5 

1 Clad? Sir, out Author 5 not S8 

tented hirhſel{ with letting us know, how 
capable' he is of giving us Exa 

hich Nonſenſe, but he has ä 

to that which is Io; he has groped his 


oF 


5 


Way among Self-Contradi&ions, and has 


groveld thro' Abſurdities. I ds not Thy 


he has always done this; in one and tlie | 
ſame Sentence; but 1 — ne apres 


hend, hat in different Parts of 
Performance, he ade ors in- 
__conliſtent, © He has begun it with big 
Words, that * Knowledge is eſſentially ne- 
"BPag. 1. G % - - a 
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20 ) 
ary to the Charafter of a Chriſtian z 100 
that without it, there can be no regular 
Fur, ee wy pt 
| ice of Religion can never be ſuppar ted, 
But by real Knowledge ; that e 
true Religion muſt: be firft under ſtood, before 
„ the End and Deſign of it can he complied © 
pit h: Nay, he goes farther than this; for 
he has + told us; if we do not under fland 
the full Evidence there is for the Truth = 
 Chriſtjanity, and if our Knowledge of its 
main Principles is dgfective, we fhall be im- 
moral in our Practice, and our Obedience 
dull but be partial, But yet, in another 
+ Place, he has let us know, that his Qpi- 
gion is, that Knowledge is not properly 
Religion; but is a grand Help to proc 
mote the Practice of it. Ho he can re- 
concile theſe Things, he beſt knows; if 
Religion muſt be ſip ted by real Know- 
ledge, that ft be foppor can be no Part of 
Religion, but only. a Help to promote 
the Practice of it, is A thing 1 Fapwot 
ynderſtand, 

He has 1 that which ian TR, 
eur Faith acceptable to God, as fuch, or as 
f rate from, Practice, and the-proper Ira 

of it, l Corn we have leer * 


7 2.43 


IE 1 ac Wi 
Ty 


* 


2 1 ) | 1 
uiries aft after . be ruth, and à ſuitable 
ns * to receive ſubmit 
to f 


jt. Now I cannot 


| conceiye, how t Faith, can be ſepa- 
rate from Practice, and the proper In- 


fluence of it, which is not ſeparate from 
Care in ſearching aſter Truth, and a 


ſuitable Diſpoſition of Mind to ſubmit 
; — the Evidence of it. It is monſtrous 


to ſuppoſe, there can be a ſuitable Diſ- 
poſition of Mind to receive Truth, with- 
out a ſuitable Practice accompanying it. 
We may as well ſuppoſe, that Eaſt and 
Weſt may come together; or that Hea- 
ven and Earth may meet. Had this 
Gentleman faid, There may be great 
ſpeculative Knowledge, where Practice 


is neglected; he had ſaid no more than 


what any Perſon, who knows the World, 
will be ready to grant; but to ſay, There 
may be a ſuitable Diſpoſition of Mind 
in us, to receive the Truth, which may 
render our Faith, as ſuch, acceptable to 
God; and yet to ſuppoſe this may be 
without a ſuitable Practice; is what 1 


never met with flowing from the Pen 


of any ſober. Writer; but muſt leave 


' you! to conſider, whether this is not 
darkening Counſel, with Words without 
5 ee + whether an Author, 


who 
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real Friends of Chriſtianity, that the 
- Goſpel - of God, our Saviour, ' loſt 


whom: T herb to do, 3 


Yd pore re rg 


tay 


Who thus gropes among the Darkneſs 


al Selt-Contradictions, and grovels thro! . 
Abſurdlities, is a Perſon likely to aſſert 
the Trath.of Natural and the Chriſtian 


Religion, by ſolid Reaſon and — 
ment.: But of that we muſt 
hen he. ſhall preſent us withi the curſe 


of his Everling-Entertainments, ſor the 


- Tt has: never beem reckoned, by the 


thing of its. Glory, by being 3 — 
and not fully to be oomprehended by 
us, in our State of Mortality and: Im- 
perſectioaj. The great Author with 


niom: He feems very well 


think, / that: many. of- the Subjects P's 


infefel vn, art not lite 10 . K 70 


. — 


— 
earn dere, what: i incupable 
oo And, i AAdcher — 
he — to reprefent What is 
myfitritus;: as if it meant the fame with 


what as ittational. Her as nn, =s | 


one eto NM Hi Tuo on 


eth Ae 1 Nee. * dr 21 
Of W : run 


* 


0 11 10 2 291 245107 wy If Y 18 


EY 4} _ © A = / ho het fear nd: 


. 23 
run into a groſs Fallacy, and bas play d 


upon Words; ſecing/ no one ever was ſo 


ſilly as to fay, we muſt have no a; 0s 


of Knowledge of what we believe; 
elſe he muſt be ſuppoſed to deny "that 


the Goſpel has any thing of Myflery-in 
it. Which is boldly. giving” the Lie to 


_ Scripture itſelf, I, would be unwilling 

running fuch a hideous' 
Length; tho if he does not, it is ſtrange 
be ſhould ſay * 


to think, 8 


that the true R 
he efteents aud 2 n 


and eaſy to.. by un erflood. He is, in all 


ligible, which is not or fully comprehen« 


fible. But to let chat paſs; with what 
Inſolence does this Bouteſeu contradict 


Scripture, which has expreſſiy eu 
that, without. dee ge RA 


3 Language, ö he, Gre 
intelligible 4s | the Dot#rine vf-:{50dk 7 


r Jhope none will. judge of the Na- 
tare of Sctipture-Myfteries, by what ſach - 
1 Writer blunders out * 


Pag. 6. 41 Tim. iii. 16. | 
odo > er I ſcarce 


cauſe tis a myſterious and unintellighle: In. 
flitutiom; but becanſe"tis a plain Religion, 


bility, guilty of a mean Fallacy 
; for 2 thing may be partly intel- 


12455 apa; Godlmeſs ?, This, earn hie 


do be underſtood ; 


„ 
I fearee know what he means s by the 
Chuiſtian Religion being ng pela, 96 eaſy 

e may ſup- 

ſe he has explained his Senſe i in the 
following remarkable Paſſage, where 
he ſays, that Truths of tbe greateſt In- 
portance are plain and obvious enough, and 
Joon found out, by common Meaſures of 
Diligence and Enquiry ; becauſe the Rea- 
eee, F F - Men ad them as 


J — = ders them, as any kind of 
_ er. From kence it 
= I — at the ſublimeſt Truths 


are as plain and eaſy to be comprehend- 
ed, as that Two and Three make Five; 
we is 8 by every Man's 


| t, that they who 
are 3 wiſe 2 Above, and are, 

by the Spirit, d into all Truth, find 
out the Truths of greateſt Moment, 
and firmly believe whatever God has re- 
vealed, Srl of the divine Authority 
of Him who reveals it: They reject 
not the Doctrines of Revelation, be- 
cauſe their imperfect Underſtandings 
cannot graſp them; - "they are content 
to know but in part; and they, with 

bumble Silence, = here Reyerence, | 


WEIS! ® Dig. 16. 3.91 | 
IX +: nt | behold, 


Oo 


\ 


(25) 


behold,” at a Diſtance, the Depths of in- 
finite Wiſtom, which the Plummet of 


their imperfect Reaſon can never fully 


_ fathom, - But this Is not the Caſe of 
Men left to themſelves: When it is ſo, 


of th ps of Ge 
writ of God, they are Fookſbnefs 
—— Aim note can ns Yom, bane 
itualiy diſcernad. This is 
Dor 2 chis\Qurers ade 
the Truths of the greateſt. Importance 
are not W only by common 
Meaſures of Enqu Were Men en- 
cirely free dom Pr e Paſſion and Pre- 
„ 5 that is, were Men what they 
are not, who knows ms mighty 
Things they might do, by their own 
Wiſdom and Diligence ?. at as long 
as Pride remains in the Heart of fallen 
3 main Deſign of the Got- 
el is to thwart his Pride, he will ſhut 
is Eyes, and remain in wilful Ignorance, 


till he has a ſpiritual Diſcerning afford- 


ed Him. This may be reckoned Cant, 
by our Author; and if it is, I aſſure 
you, Sir, I do not much care; for I 


 Thonld take ir as the greateſt C 


8 en e to have the 
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-meaneſt Opinion of me; and I, ſhould 
reckon it an: Honour to be the Subject 


ef Laughter among the Herd of Spec- 


tators who fill che Pit and Side- Bones of 
; Kis Teatr : v of fol gel 
Our Author has given us the Reads 
| why he ever yields his Aſſent to any di- 
vine Truth, in the following Paſlage:: 
* Whatever can lie proved to be a genuine 
-Doftrine of. the Great Author and Finiſher 
of ny Faith,: on of Thoſe who wrote by the 
„ N of his Spirit, I reclon myſelf 
gel, for thut Reaſon, to believe, al far 
4 I can underfiing 11. So that, accord- 
0g! to him, his Und erſtanding is the 
mighty Thing, at the, Bar of which, 
every Revealed Truth muſt be arraign- 
ed; and what is a genuine Doctrine of 
tlie Author of his Faith, muſt not be 
received, on the Credit of that Author, 
any farther than this great Genius under- 
Rands it. I do not, I confeſs, compre+ 
bend the Driſt of this. If a Reyelari- 
on, claiming di vine Authority, could be 
proved to; contain in it, any Doctrine 
Tontrary: to, and ſubverſive df, right 
Reaſon, that very thing would prove 
uch pretended Revelation not Wi be di- 
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vine; for God can never contradict him- 
ſelf, or require any thing to be believed, 
inconſiſtent with Truth. But, if I am 
convinced; that the Seripture is a divine: 
Revelation, E. muſt believe all in it to: 
be true; tho, thro' _ 'Weakneſs of 
finite Capacity, may not be able 
worm the Aiaunef of all Which 

Infin ite Wiſdom has there revealed. 
Nothing in the World is more cer- 
tain, than that we are obliged firmly to 
believe many things, of which we are 
in part ignorant. Our Experience tells 
us, that Gravity i is an eſſential Pro perty 
of: Matter; it would therefore be im- 
pertinent, for any to tell us it is an oo—- 
cult, unintelligible Quality; for we 
know there is ſuch a thing, by its Ef- 
ſects. We are conſcious to ourſelves, 
that there is a ſpiritual Subſtance in 
Man; yet we know not the Nature of 
it, or how it acts on our Bodies: But 

would it not be irrational, for a Man to 
deny he carries about in him an active, 
thinking, rational Subſtance, becauſe he 
cannot conceive how it acts on his Bo- 
dy? Let not then our Author, in high 
Conceit of his on Parts, confound 
what is myſterious and incomprehen- 
able with what is irrational and unin- 
D 2 telligiblo 
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be think 
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velligible: - This is the Way not only 
to ſap the Foundations of Revealed Ren 
ligion, and to root out the Belief of all 


its Doctrines; but it to diſeard 
ll Natural Religion: yy to run down | 


all Philaſophical; Knowledgs. Would 


calmly of this Matter, he might 


ples will carry him 


farther than he is aware; but he does 


not ſeem to have a Head cool enough 


' to keep him from- running into Ex- 


tremeg; This to me to be his 
Caſe, as far as I can judge from his Ser- 
— —-— Fhing I know 


him by, hani mad n 
1 


N en 
I am afraid; Sir, T hive by this time 
tired- you; Lam ſure I haye-myſelf, in 
this Gentleman's Crudities ; 
But there is one thing more, which of- 
fers itſelf to me, before E come to con- 
fider the Inſults he has: thrown! ont a+ 
gainſt others; it 88 pe 
might obyect, hat he preacheec 
2 Religion; and did not preach 
Chriſt. FPhis Oby - he * ſays, is of 


no Weight with him; and he hopes 
Gat e eg are wilge chan de ina. 
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EF Mans 


2 
of. Nature, * ulfill it 


the Emperor Autonings. 
ters have diſcouried excellently well, on 
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(29) 


gine, that Natural Religion is not Part 
of the Religion of Chriſt: If it. is — 
he ſays, it is not worth while to enquirt 
1 is; if it is, pr 
Natural Religion, is preaching C i 
This is as odd a Conceit, s en, 


ber ever to have met with, 
when any thing which is truly 
Religion, is preached, 8 — bo 


Þ an to be in it, inconfiftent with, 


ntradictory to, the Chriſtian _ 
for Chriſt cume nat ta 


* I never 
heard. before, nor L beliere any one _ 


that preaching bare Natural Religion, is 


preaching Chriſt. At this rate, We may 


take many into the Liſt of thoſe that 


have preach'd Chriſt, who never 


themſelves they did ©; ſuchi as Socrates, 


Xenophon, Plato, Arifiotle; Cicero, Seneca, 
Dion, Plutarch, . — Arrian, and 
theſe Wri- 


many. Topics and Duties ol Natural 


| Religion; yet I conceive, few would 


reckon a Man. ſober, who: ſhould go a- 
t to prove that theſe Men, though 


| - they did not know it, r 


becauſe they taught many thi 25 


be 1 * 1 


| fenden with ſome things in hi 


(30) 

ligion- The Scriptures give us a very 
different Notion of iprexchi} "Chile 
To preach Chriſt, in the. Scripture- 
Scnſe, is to declare him to Sinners, as 
One vho f̃econciles them to God by his 
Blood; as One every way ſufficient to 
Help them; and as One who has pur- 
chaſed ſor them eternal Happineſs: 
Of which Things Natural Religion 
knows nothing. It is 3 pm Chriſt 

2 ich is Fool;ſbneſs, to many, 
who make the = provements 


uin Natural Religion. It is a band Mat- 


. to know: what many Men mean 
atural Religion: At "eſt," 1 belie 
it would make a very mean Figure, 
as A Syſtem of Religion, if it were ſtrĩp- 
ped of the noble Embelliſhments, which 
thoſe, ho deſpiſe Scripture, are yet 
content to ſteal from thence, to deck it 
with, I could wiſh, that the. Perſon I 
am concerned with, when he publiſhes 
his larger Work, would accurately ſepa» 
tate Natural - from Reveal d Religion, 
ſeeing he: does not ſet up to be a Disbe- 
liever of the latter, did 1 not fear he = 

not Talents for it. : 
Our Author hopes, chat thi poche 
Auditory! will think-it- un that he 
„Lick m egen p. is: .. 
Joes af 3 repre | 


2 


| (31) 
re preſents to them the Prineiples of 
Chriſt's Religion, tho' he is not perpe- 
tually repeating his Name. How diſ- 
agreeable to him, and to them, it may 
be, to have that Worthy Name too of- 
ten repeated, I - know not; I would 
hope, however, it is not diſagrecable to 
them to have it repeated, tho ever ſo 
oſten; yet L muſt acknowledge, it is a 
dexterous Way of preaching the Reli- 
gion of our Saviour, when. Men can 
do it without repeating the Name of 
Him who founded and publiſhed it. 

TI come now; Sir, to conſider how this 
Gentleman, who ſtands in Need of ſuch 
Grains of Allowance, treats other Peo- 
ple. I find, in the general, he deſpiſes 
All the World; and by what I can ga- 
ther, by conyerſing in the World, the 
far greater Part of it is even with him. 
In particular, he raves moſt terribly, *, 
at rigid Directors of the Faith and Com- 
deiences of others; at human Schemes 
and Creeds being ſet up, in the room 
of Chriſtianity, - And he has manifeſted 
his high Diſpleaſure ＋ ag zainſt a Set of 
Men, who can reliſn no ” Diſcourſes that 


are not upon abſtruſe and metaphyſical 


D Dedicat. p. i. f Sem p. 6. 
vero Queſtions, 


| (32) 
| Queſtions, and ſhaped according to ſorne 
certam Syſtems, | which, as to Words 
and Things, are as tenaciouſly main- 
Tained, as tho they were the pure and 
undefiled Religion of Chriſt himſelf; 
"nay rather, as tho* they were preferable 
to the Religion of his Gofoel, wih b 
whom à Man will never obtain the Cha- 
racter of à good orthodox Chriſtian, un- 
1efs he believes a great deal more than 
the Golpel, er at leaſt profefſes to be- 
lieve in certain hard technical Words, 
which are che proper Marks of the | 
Soundneſs of his e 1 ſuppoſe 
this is the Artillery, by which, as his 
judicious * Prefacet has excellently ex- 
preſſed it, he is to demoliſh the Suburbs 
Apich bare been built round the Fortreſs 
of Chriſtianity, in Times of Security and 
Peace; for the Intereſt and — of 
private Perſons. Our Author ſhould 
told us, who they are, who have 
given him Occaſion to com lain of them 
in fach tragical Terms: As he has not 
aequainted us, Who were, in his Eye; 
what he ſays might be regarded as mere 
Noiſe and Bounce. However, tho? he 
| hav not Tpecitied te ub" who-they ate, 


| Na Beadeſy's Prefais, f. 16/16; © = 
acid eyery 


2 (33), L 
every. one, nd ha ned him, applies 
what he heb faid to thoſe, who at a time 
when the firſt Doctrine of pure Revela- 
tion, that of the Bleſſed Trinity, was 
attacked, choſe to declare their Aſſent 
to it, in ſuch Words as could not be 
perverted, and were, according to their 
—— a good Summary of what. 
the Scripture had revealed, concerning 
this able Myſtery. Had our Author. 
blamed; them 25 laying a greater Streſs 
on the Doctrine, than it deſerved, he 
had not been taken Notice of by me; 
becauſe I think, in ſuch a Caſe, every | 
one ſhould be left to his own private 
Opinion. If theſe were the Perſons he 
has charged. with ſetting up human 
Schemes in the room of Chriſtianity, 
and with tenaciouſly maintaining meta- 
phyſical Queſtions, draun from ſome 
 eertain' Syſtems, as tho they were pre- 
ſerable to Chriſt's Goſpel ; he has vented 
the moſt impudent Calumnies that ever 
Man had the Hardineſs to utter. But 
it is not a Matter of much Moment, 
for any to be thus charged by him; be- 
' eaaſe his Invectives, however ſpiteful 
they may be in their Deſign, are very 
barmleis, as to their Effects; ſor they 
date no other * ſo many * 
(3501 E And 


(44) 
And for. "a t 5 al at Perſona, is the 
Honour which he has in his 
er to confer them. A * 
245 be. Know, Sir, others beſides our — 
thor, have been ready to charge their 
'Wethren with denying the PerfeQtion of 
Scriptute, and ſetting human Forms on 
4 Level with the Words of Chriſt him 
fei; and I conſeſs, never any thing 1 
have met wich in Life, furprized me 
more than this Charge; becauſe it would 
be an Inſult to common Senſe, to ſup- 
x y who advance it; really believe 
They know in their own Conſciences, 
that their Brethren / hold the s 


to be the only Rule of Faith and Prac- 
_ tice, as well as / themſelves,” The Per- 


the 1 of Scripture; 
le under ook, with Di- 
E all 7 and Confeſſions, Schemes 
and Syftems, which contain Doctrines in- 
conſiſtent with; and not revealed in, 
Seripture: And it is well if our great 
Author's Scheme, of what he reckons 
che Principles and DoQrines of Revela- 
tion, docs not appear, when publiſh'd, to 
deſerve WY Treatment A 
RAin 4 6 am 


(35) 

I am ſenſible, there is fo plau- 
fble in the Plea, —̃ͤ ( 
vine Revelation are the beſt; and that 
if we reſt in Seri pture-Expreſlions, we 
. Differences. 


Therefore; +.it has been the conſtant Bel 
low of the Anti-trinitarian Party, 
Bible, the. Bible, is the Religion 
reftants 1. To which ſenfeleſs 
am ſorry: others have returned an Eecha. 
But this Cry comes, with a very ill 
Grace, from ſuch as make the Scripture 
bend to a few Maxims of vain Philoſo- 


Pro 


iThe 


Nail, - 1 


phy, and Science, falſely ſo called. Be- 


ſides, were we only to make Uſe of 


2 Words, without regarding their 


there is no Error too abſurd 
— be loathed with abuſed Words of 


. Perſecution; the moſt diabo 


lical — of Chriſts Pr 

might be ſtiled, Compelling Perſons to 
come in, that his Houte might be filled. 
Tranſubſtantiation, the moſt ſtupid. In- 
vention that ever came into Mens Heads, 


would ſtand unſhaken, on theſe 1 I 


This is my Body. And. 


phites, the moſt blockiſh Sort of Hoy 


ple, that ever diſturbed the Church of 
Cod, would of all be the moſt formida- 
= Adyerlaries; a iy, 7 the Scriptures,” 
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( 36 ) 
ing after the Manner of Men, fo often 


aſcribe to God, Head, Hands and Feet. 
But to return to our Author; after he 


| had uttered ſuch falſe Charges againſt his 


Brethren, is it not, Sir, very ſurfeiting, 


to hear him ſaying * thus, J h can reflet? 


on the excellent Nature and Conſtitution of 
the Chriftian*Religion, which recommends 
to us Forbearance, Merkneſi, Charity, and 
Love, — by the glorious Example of the 
Son of God, without being concerned and 


| wneaſy to find hi me 4 te of them? 


An Encomium harity, comes with 
as much Grace from ſuch a fiery cenſo- 


| ious Lealot, as an Harangue in Praiſe of - 


5 7 * * 18, ww 


A Diſcour 


Loyalty would from a Rebel, in 5 


againſt a Jar and lawful Sovereign; 

e in Commendation of Henef. 
ty, from one ſtanding in the Pillory for 
Perjury. It is hard to know what to 


make of the Charity of ſome Sort of 


Men; if we judge of it by its Effects, 
it lies in giving Quarter to Error, and 
in perſecuting, with the ſevereſt Scourges 

f the Tongue, all who have a Word to 
ay, in e ere the n. as it us in 


—— 
2 There are — odd Aﬀeativnis, in 
ue Aber ee which I have 


no} 


(37) Bs - 
not taken Notice of; I have paid no Re- 
gard to what he has ſaid about examin- 
ing the Truth of Chriſtianity: I ſhall 
only ſay in the general, that tho I am 

as much for Examination, and agai 
implicite Faith, as he can be, yet I think 
he has often run into an Extreme; but I 
confeſs, Sir, I am weary of the tedious 
and diſagreeable Employment you have 
put upon me: Tho? I have ſubmitted, 
at your Requeſt, to the Drudgery of re- 
marking on this Gentleman, yet it is 
too mean a Work, to be bore with long; 
and the Time I haye ſpent, is as much 
as I can afford to ſuch an Undertaking. 
Tou may perhaps expect, that I take 
ſome Notice of the-Preface, prefixed to 
the Sermon, by the Author's Paſtor; I 
- confeſs, I was not diſpleaſed to ſee it; 
for as Perſons may improve in Writing, 
from Examples of a good Stile, by imi- 
tating them; ſo, I think they may gain 
Benefit by peruſing Pieces, wrote in a 
4 very bad Stile, as is this Preface, in or- 
der to avoid running into the ſame 

Faults. Theſe two Gentlemen recipro- 

cally complimenting one another, in the 

Way they have done, is extremely di- 
verting. I ſhall concern myſelf no far- 

+ ther with the Preface, than to ſet down 

| | | one 


| TT. 
one very merry Paſſage; it is this *: 
What. generous Mind can fee the moſt gl. 
rious Cauſe weakened) and injured, merely 
#0. ſupport the Authority and dug f 
Private Perſons, or ſome particular Soc ic 
22 oo Mev of bone and — vey 
ity to their King and (Country, to Chrifft 
and ' his *  digfranchiſed of their 
Privileges, and commas. Liberties, by the- 
. 
Company | Here is a ſtrange Downfall, 
from che moſt gletious Cauſe in the 
World, that of our King and Country, 
of Cbriſt and his Religion, to the By- 
Laws of ſome particular Corporation or 
Company. This is an Example of what 
ſome have called an Antichmax; it is 
hard to find out, whether the Author 
deſigned it as Earneſt, or Burleſque. 
When I firſt read it, it put me in mind 
of S&arroy's Character of: Semiramis, That 
ſhe was 3 the (un 
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8 which I have —— CON» 
1 is the boldeſt Attack on the 
Docttines af the Reformation, that ever 
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lence on many things ſet down in it, I 
would not have it thought, that I rec- 
kon ſome Matters our Author has run 
out againſt, to be of no Moment, be- 
cauſe I take no Notice of what he has 
ſaid upon them; for I am ſenſible that 


he has only thrown out Flirts, without 


laying any thing to back them; ; they 
are not worthy of Conſideration ; there- 


fore they ſhall not hinder me from put- 


ting an End to the Trouble you haye 
brought upon yourſelf, from, 


Nodemb. 1. 
1728. 


Tour moft humble Servant, . 
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When Folly, Noiſe, (Pp Slander, rage, 2 

Aud Calumny reforms the Age; x 

They in the Wiſe no. Paſſions raiſe; 3 | : 

Their Clamours turn to real Praiſe. 3 a 

Tet ſure, hard-fated is the Tree, | * Nt 

Reduc d to ſpatter Dirt with Thee. - ap 
Fable of the Oak and che Dunghill. bn IL: 
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hape judg'd it proper to acknowledge my 


SIR, 


Fully Ad my being the A 85 
of a Letter, remarking on a Piece 
Vrote by a certain Reverend Perſon of 
your Trade, ſhould have been concealed, 
becauſe no Man can adqmuch to his Re- | 
atation, by having to do with ſuch weak 
iſcourſes, as that which I examined: 
But being inſormed from the Printer, 
that he 1 * menaced him; to prevent 
his putting Tou, or any Perfon to whom 
I am an utter Stranger, to Trouble, 1 


4 


to be the Author of. what he has 
K 7. | mg 

lam told, tue Subject of his enn. 
is, that I have repreſented him as an un- 
. fair Trader, in the fifteenth. Page. The 
Purport of what I there faid, was this, 
That tho' a Man may have ſuch Principles 
AS my Author might reckon generous, yet 
if he is unfair in his Dealings, he _. 
let his Principles be ever ſo good, to be 
deteſted by all honeſt Men. 

I ſhould' be extremely forry, if the 
Gentleman I have to do with, ſhould find 
his own Picture drawn, where I was only 
ke 294 in the ped Were he ſuch 
a Man 
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uld think, himſelf t 304 ck at, 2 
is nat dęfective in the Obleryation. 7 
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wever, leſt others, as Well as * 
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